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1. SUMMARY. VIEWS OF GENEVA REP OF ICFTU ON SECOND 

EAST- WEST EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFERENCE AND ON RELATIIONS 
BETWEEN ICFTU AND WCL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IOSE AQUIRIANO, ICFTU REP (WHO ALSO SERVES 

AS SECRETARY OF ILO WORKERS GROUP) SAID THE SOVIETS WANTED 
A RELATIONSHIP WITH WESTERN EUROPEAN TRADE UNIONS THAT 
WAS DIRECT AND WHICH THEY COULD CONTROL. FOR THESE REASONS 
THEY HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE EAST- WEST CONFERENCE SHOULD 
BE ADMINISTERED BY A IONT COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE ICFTU, WFTU AND WCL. THIS HAS NOT BEEN 
ACCEPTED BY THE WE REPRESENTATIVES AND THE ICFTU AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS ARE HANDLED BY AQUIRIANO. HE EXPECTS 
THE SOVIETS WILL SUGGEST FUTURE MEETINGS BE HELD EITHER IN 
HELSINKI OR MOSCOW. 

THE ICFTU POSITION IS THAT THE UPCOMING MEETING SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE AT THE ILO AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. IN REGARD TO SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS THE ICFTU 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE PERIODIC EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCES 
SPONSORED BY THE ILO. THE TRIPARTITE NATURE OF THESE 
CONFERENCES AND THE USE OF ILO STANDING ORDERS WOULD 
SERVE TO FRUSTRATE SOVIET POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 

AQUIRIANO SAID THAT THE CONSENSUS IN THE ICFTU WAS THAT 

CONTACT WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN UNIONS WAS INEVITABLE AND 

THE FORMAT OF THE WEST-EAST CONFERENCE MET THIS MINIMUM CONSENSUS. 

HOWEVER, ICFTU AFFILIATES HAVE DIFFERENT 

REASONS FOR SUPPORTING THE CONFERENCE. FOR INSTANCE, THE 

FINNS WERE IN FAVOR BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CHOICE; THE DGB WAS 

UNABLE TO OPPOSE BECAUSE OF THEIR PREVIOUS COMMITMENT TO 

EAST-WEST MEETINGS; THE ITALIANS ICFTU AFFILIATES WERE COOL 

BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS DISCOURAGE ITALIAN 

COMMUNIST UNIONS FROM CLOSER COOPERATION IN ITALY; AND THE NORWEGIANS 

ARE IN FAVOR BECAUSE THEY (AND PARTICULARLY SANDGREN) DO 

NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT. 

3. ICFTU RELATIONS WITH WCL. AQUIRIANO SIAD THERE WERE TWO 
OBSTACLES TO MERGER BTWEEEN THE TWO ORGANIZATIONS: (1) THE 
BELGIAN SOCIALISTS WOULD NOT AGREE TO GIVE THEIR SEAT ON THE 
ICFTU BOARD TO THEIR CHRISTAIAN RIVALS AND (2) THE REAL AIM 
OF THE WCL IS TO ACT AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE ICFTU AND THE 
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WFT AND A MERGER WITH THE ICFTU WOULD MAKE THIS IMPOSSIBLE. 

AQUIRIANO BELIEVES WCL CONSIDERATION OF MERGE IS NOT SERIOUS. 

AQUIRIANO HAS URGED KERSTEN TO APPROACH THE WCL THROUGH THEIR 
DUTCH AFFILIATES BECAUSE THEY ALREADY HAVE A WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE NIV. HE SAID KERSTEN HAS NOT BEEN ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT HIS SUGGESTION. DALE 
BT 
#1008 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING AGENDA, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, MEETINGS, RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975GENEVA01008 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750055-0307 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750243/aaaablyn.tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: GENEVA 887 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 APR 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <07 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECOND EAST-WEST EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFERENCE 
TAGS: ELAB, XG, ILO, ICFTU, WCL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



